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May 13, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact: 
pr@quinnandgellar.com 





(860) 444-0448
MYSTIC COAST & COUNTRY TRAVEL INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES NOMINEES FOR 12th ANNUAL GOLDEN PINEAPPLE AWARDS 
IN HONOR OF NATIONAL TOURISM WEEK
Excellence in Tourism Service & Hospitality, Volunteer of the Year, Excellence in Tourism Image and Associate Member of the Year Awards to be Presented at 
MGM Grand at Foxwoods, May 27, 2009
MYSTIC, CT (May 13, 2009) – In honor of National Tourism Week, Mystic Coast & Country Travel Industry Association proudly announces the following individuals and business entities as nominees for the 12th Annual Golden Pineapple Awards, which recognize individuals and organizations that exemplify regional tourism industry excellence.
Winners will be announced and presented with their awards at the evening awards program being held in conjunction with the Connecticut Conference on Tourism. The awards event is being sponsored by MGM Grand at Foxwoods and the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation.

Nominations represent four categories of tourism excellence; Volunteer of the Year (Individual), Excellence in Tourism Service & Hospitality (Individual), Excellence in Tourism Image (Organization) and Associate Member of the Year (Organization).

Now in its 12th year, the Golden Pineapple Awards spotlight the major role that tourism plays in our regional economy, and the individuals and organizations that have made significant contributions in support of local tourism over the past year.  

Congratulations to all the nominees!

2009 GOLDEN PINEAPPLE AWARD NOMINEES
EXCELLENCE IN TOURISM SERVICE & HOSPITALITY
This award recognizes an individual who consistently provides exceptional service to the visitor through his or her knowledge of the Mystic Country region with friendliness, efficiency and problem-solving ability.  (Sponsored by Mystic & Shoreline Visitor Information Center)
STEVE ROSEN, Marriott Hotel & Spa
SUSAN DOMBROWSKI, Hilton, Mystic
GILLIAN MURPHY, MGM Grand at Foxwoods
DAVID LABRIE, Inn at Harbor Hill Marina
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
This award recognizes an individual who furthers the tourism industry by his or her efforts of time and commitment to Mystic Coast & Country.  (Sponsored by Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Southeastern New England)
CORRINA FERGUSON, Dinosaur Place at Nature’s Art
GEORGE GALINSKY, Mohegan Sun
CHRIS ECCLES, Comfort Suites, Norwich
EXCELLENCE IN TOURISM IMAGE
This award recognizes an organization for effectively promoting its business as part of 

Mystic Country.  (Sponsored by Connecticut Lodging Association)
MGM GRAND AT FOXWOODS

SUBMARINE FORCE LIBRARY&MUSEUM ASSOCIATION
OCEAN BEACH PARK

CROSS SOUND FERRY

ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF THE YEAR
This award recognizes a non-tourism organization for participation, community image and creative problem solving in support of the regional tourism industry.  (Sponsored by Chelsea Groton Bank)
COCA-COLA BOTTLING COMPANY OF SOUTHEASTERN NEW ENGLAND

WASHINGTON TRUST

CONNECTICUT MAGAZINE

MIRANDA CREATIVE
The Golden Pineapple Awards are being presented during an early evening ceremony, taking place in conjunction with the Connecticut Conference on Tourism. To purchase tickets and for more information on the daytime workshops and the evening awards and networking reception, please visit us at www.CelebrateTourism.com or call CCOT at (860) 444-0448.
ABOUT CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE ON TOURISM
The Connecticut Conference on Tourism (CCOT) is an annual event providing educational and networking opportunities to tourism operators, travel and leisure organizations, business partners and business leaders throughout the State of Connecticut.  Offering substantive seminars and featuring renowned guest speakers addressing topics of relevance to the industry, the Conference celebrates tourism in Connecticut. The Connecticut Conference on Tourism is produced by the firm of Quinn & Gellar Marketing. For more information please visit us at www.CelebrateTourism.com, or call 860-444-0448. 

