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(860) 444-0448
SECOND ANNUAL CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE ON TOURISM TO BE HELD AT 

MGM GRAND AT FOXWOODS ON MAY 6, 2010 
Event will Showcase Industry Experts and Keys to Successful Business Strategies;
Highlights include Informational Seminars, Expert Speakers, Educational Workshops

and Statewide AAA Awards Ceremony and Pineapple Awards Presentation

MYSTIC, CT (Feb. 8, 2010) – The second annual Connecticut Conference on Tourism (CCOT) will be held at MGM Grand at Foxwoods on May 6, 2010, beginning at 10:30 a.m.  Attendees will have the opportunity to learn about new business strategies, innovative marketing solutions and effective partnerships. They will also be educated on best practices for the industry and ways to improve Connecticut’s tourism product. Featuring a keynote address, expert panelists and informational seminars with industry leaders from throughout the United States, the event serves to bring regional and statewide tourism partners together for educational and networking purposes.

The Conference will host a series of speakers on a variety of topics covering marketing trends and Web strategies, key travel and leisure visitation data, and panels featuring state and regional industry experts and decision makers. A networking luncheon kicks off the event with a keynote address and welcoming remarks by industry professionals and regional business leaders.
The afternoon conference session will be followed by an awards ceremony celebrating the Connecticut recipients of the prestigious AAA Five Diamond and AAA Four Diamond Awards. These highly coveted awards will recognize excellence in hospitality and dining.

The Awards Ceremony will also feature the 13th annual Pineapple Awards, which recognizes four individuals and businesses from the Mystic Country region that exemplify tourism excellence and have made significant contributions to the industry. Nominations for the 2010 Pineapple Awards are being accepted now through April 9th at the Mystic and Shoreline Visitors Information Center. Nomination forms and additional information are available at CelebrateTourism.com/awards.

Produced by the Connecticut based firm of Quinn & Gellar Marketing, the Conference is being held in conjunction with the Connecticut Commission on Culture & Tourism, the Eastern Regional Tourism District and the newly formed Greater Mystic Visitors Bureau.

“The Conference allows travel and leisure businesses from throughout Connecticut to meet one-on-one with high profile tourism experts. Our speakers and panelists share their insights and creative thinking to support an industry that is vital to our economy. The event provides tangible takeaways to help improve productivity and performance,” said David J. Quinn, principal at Quinn and Gellar Marketing.  

Major sponsors for this year’s event are MGM Grand at Foxwoods, Mohegan Sun, Mystic.org and Olde Mystick Village. Additional sponsors include AAA National, Coca-Cola Bottling NENE, and the Mystic Visitors Information Center, to name a few.

Event registration and some logistical planning will be provided by the Tourism & Hospitality Department of Mitchell College in New London. Twenty-five student interns will provide assistance in the development of the second annual Connecticut Conference on Tourism.

EVENT SCHEDULE and INFORMATION

Connecticut Conference on Tourism
MGM Grand at Foxwoods
May 6, 2009

10:30 – 11:00 am

Registration 

11:00 – 2:00 pm

Exhibitor Expo/Idea Center 

12:00 – 1:30 pm

Networking Luncheon/ Keynote Address

2:00 – 5:30 pm

Seminar Sessions

 
5:00 – 6:30 pm

Networking Reception

  
6:30 – 8:30 pm

AAA Awards Ceremony







Pineapple Awards Presentation
To register and purchase tickets for the conference and awards event, or to inquire about sponsorship opportunities, please visit us at www.CelebrateTourism.com or call CCOT at 860-444-0448.

ABOUT CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE ON TOURISM
The Connecticut Conference on Tourism (CCOT) is an annual event providing educational and networking opportunities to tourism operators, travel and leisure organizations, industry partners and business leaders throughout the State of Connecticut.  Offering substantive seminars and featuring renowned guest speakers addressing topics of relevance to the industry, the Conference celebrates tourism in Connecticut. The Connecticut Conference on Tourism is produced by the firm of Quinn & Gellar Marketing. For more information please visit us at www.CelebrateTourism.com, or call 860-444-0448. 
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