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May 22, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact: 
pr@quinnandgellar.com 





(860) 444-0448
CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE ON TOURISM TO HONOR 2009 
CONNECTICUT AAA FIVE DIAMOND AND AAA FOUR DIAMOND 
LODGING AND DINING AWARD WINNERS 
Awards Presentation will Recognize the Nine Lodging and Eight Dining Establishments in Connecticut that have Achieved the AAA Four Diamond Designation; One Lodging Establishment to Receive the Coveted AAA Five Diamond Award!
MYSTIC, CT (May 22, 2009) – The Connecticut Conference on Tourism in conjunction with AAA Publishing (National) will be honoring the Connecticut AAA Five Diamond and AAA Four Diamond award winners at an evening awards presentation May 27, 2009 at the MGM Grand at Foxwoods.  The awards event will begin with a welcome reception starting at 5 p.m. with the program beginning at 6:30 p.m.  The evening will also feature the presentation of the regional Golden Pineapple Awards, directly following the AAA Awards presentations. 
The highly sought after AAA Five Diamond and AAA Four Diamond Awards recognize dining and lodging establishments that have achieved an outstanding level of service and superior accommodations. AAA is the oldest and most respected rating authority in North America. With a staff of 65 full time, highly trained professional evaluators that perform unannounced, on-site visits to each establishment, AAA evaluates more than 60,000 lodging and dining establishments annually. 
Below is a listing of the Connecticut establishments that have achieved the highly respected 
2009 AAA Five Diamond and AAA Four Diamond awards. 
The 2009 AAA Five Diamond Award
Lodging
The Mayflower Inn & Spa
Washington, CT








13th Consecutive Year

The 2009 AAA Four Diamond Awards

Lodging

Homestead Inn, Thomas Henkelmann, 

Greenwich, CT








5th Consecutive Year

Mystic Marriott Hotel & Spa
Groton CT









8th Consecutive Year

Marriott Hartford Downtown

Hartford, CT









3rd Consecutive Year

Grand Pequot Tower at Foxwoods Resort Casino

Mashantucket, CT







 6th Consecutive Year

Omni New Haven Hotel at Yale
New Haven, CT








10th Consecutive Year

Hyatt Regency Greenwich

Old Greenwich, CT







7th Consecutive Year

Saybrook Point Inn & Spa

Old Saybrook, CT







7th Consecutive Year

Mohegan Sun

Uncasville, CT








7th Consecutive Year

The Inn at National Hall

Westport, CT








6th Consecutive Year

The 2009 AAA Four Diamond Awards
Dining

Thomas Henkelmann

Greenwich, CT








5th Consecutive Year
Octagon

Groton, CT









6th Consecutive Year

Copper Beech Inn

Ivoryton, CT









12th Consecutive Year

Craftsteak

Mashantucket, CT







1st Consecutive Year

Paragon

Mashantucket, CT







5th Consecutive Year

Terra Mar Grille

Old Saybrook, CT







7th Consecutive Year

Stonehenge Inn

Ridgefield, CT








17th Consecutive Year

The Mayflower Inn Dining Room

Washington, CT








13th Consecutive Year

Sponsors for this year’s conference and awards ceremony include MGM Grand at Foxwoods as the presenting sponsor, Mohegan Sun, State of Connecticut Commission on Tourism, Olde Mystick Village, Mystic.org, AAA Publishing, Waterford Hotel Group, Groton Inn & Suites, the Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Southeastern New England, LanMar Aviation, ChelseaGroton Bank, Connecticut Lodging Association, Mystic Country, Peter Pan Bus Lines, the Mystic Shoreline Visitor Information Center, Family Fun Mystic Country, NY Times, Star Ledger Newspaper, Coastal Living Magazine,  Meredith Travel Marketing, CTM Media Group, Madden Pre-Print, VisitNewEngland.com, Yankee Publishing, Boston Globe, AARP Media Services and AAA Mid-Atlantic.
Produced by the Connecticut based marketing solutions firm of Quinn & Gellar, the conference and awards ceremony are being held in conjunction with the Connecticut Commission on Culture & Tourism, Mystic Coast & Country Travel Industry Association and the Mystic Country Tourism District. 

To purchase tickets for the conference and awards event please visit us at www.CelebrateTourism.com or call CCOT at 860-444-0448.

ABOUT CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE ON TOURISM
The Connecticut Conference on Tourism (CCOT) is an annual event providing educational and networking opportunities to tourism operators, travel and leisure organizations, business partners and business leaders throughout the State of Connecticut.  Offering substantive seminars and featuring renowned guest speakers addressing topics of relevance to the industry, the Conference celebrates tourism in Connecticut. The Connecticut Conference on Tourism is produced by the firm of Quinn & Gellar Marketing. For more information please visit us at www.CelebrateTourism.com, or call 860-444-0448. 


